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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1. TFae Iatvian Lelephons Bywbtzs wes owped avd operated by the latvisa Goverern-
ment thvough the Minfetry «f Commurications. The Ministry wee nmde up of
departmexie wiich fuclided telepbure, telegraph; post ofyice, rsiirvowds,
wadio, ete, covaring al) aethods of commupications. Iu 19%C the telep
telegrerh and radic deproimertz lu Rigm ted sbout five thousard appley
U tmorred I sld of Iavia.  Tee pevecurel was of a high caliber. Egiip-
et war eocern, sdequat: wnd wes well malolodined.

Loofiion ves Lockted ot Audzie Tela 13 (Andein
2 Jele wod MarAa Seleju Tela iz Rige. Tae
"vw‘;l A0g VRS 20De rein"ar ced coxerete and was flse stovies tlak,
I weggnred sbont - 25 meterz., The foandatior oy frwee 10 L.
A5 metars deep ud wga m i ‘.m :‘2 piilngs weasuring between 30 mod &7 um
in diameter and spaced shovl 1,735 seters apart. Over e foundetior wwse
a veizforced concrete hikze about four meters thick. The roof was of
Giffarent levelp, topped bv & round, reinforced concrete obgervatinw port.
The fronh wicpe of the rocf, facing Avdeiun Yela, was made up of «M‘.en
bearer cnvered witkh zinc plate while tbe va o 2 - n
the rest abeet steel 20 am thick. Sketch §
of bre Luliliog o Audedn {elin. From this sketch 1% csl oo .uen how e
miv cable siwft entered the huiliding froa Audeju Iels. There weve bebiesn
Ty andred wad 250 telepkone catles st this point. \
eisam webien (Tllitary) sod vedio ceblee on this sketch, 811 ~ehleg Wem
andergrcasd Ze the dowctown Rige sres. The sketch €
pralive of the talephone W:4)Aing 1tseif, 14 Is self exp.um*o'y ane nauds
tuz compiste couetruction, Bkeiches #3 throogh $0 8 il h
five flocwe &l the rof. Tu the besement (Sketch #3)
min ceble sheft location, e gine room, tranaformers eud shop. The wumbers
1 througk 8 that sze shows sre the locations of the supporting pillars. (n
ﬂxe ZTiret floor (Sketch #4) were the offices for regular commectious (1o-al),
trunk call board sed loeg Adstesxuce call board. Also shown sie the pay
ortize p:;b“ torthe ,, varehouses and guard roos. On the seacred flioor
#3) were a I *hop. edmintetrative offices, militery swlichbomrd

v ealla and 2 peowed switohboard for wilitery centralz., The thivd
r" F7Y riiowmeniatad the anginesrs; the commitatore ard the telerhons
.:!g7 equipaent for District fi. The £ifth floor (Sketch #8{—"&5

. The rmic htelephone centes
Brret fL3) Letween Biane

= 1'—44 .:—0.--q \‘- +na MMyasto=, Skeiohsn 'p’) an? :ll*n oheve 4Yn wand
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There were 1z telephone centrals in Rigm located as follows end esch with
*he nuwber of engiueers ahown:

District T Msin Central Office at Audeju Iela #15 12 eagincers
Disztrict 1T Krisjan Barcva and Metise lela 9 eaglneacs
Dietrint IT1 Barica Iei~ {post ofisce) 2 engineers
Diatrict IV Dzirpava end Hapzas Iela {post office) 1 enginesr
District v Brtvibar Getve (post offics) . 1 eogineer
District VI Me.a Purke Koknes Prospekts (post office) Z engiveers
Digteley VY1 Sarkandaugea-Duntes Jelg and Tiltu Iels 1 engiueesr
Ix Vecw: lgrevs.-Yucnllgrevju fela (post office) 1 engiueecr

Ilgeciem Li1lijes Tela (post oiffice) 1 enginser

ot ] Boiderage (voct office) . engineer

T ¢4 Mejoci-Riges Jurmela (powt office) i engineer
Metricen XIX Kemeri-Riges Jurmela (sapatorium) 1 engines:

Following were the mein goverwment and orivate switchboards s

Piie Cawile-Ministry of Deferwe

Miniztry Kabiaets uu Arlietu Ministrije - Cabinet, Ministry aud Minietry
for Forelgo AMffailre - Icested on Yaldemmre Iels nsa the officers club.
Jekelieto Yiaigtrijn - Minintty of Yome ALfairs - located ou Brivivas
iels #37/39.

Kaew Mindsirfde - War Office - Valdeasve Tela $30/12

Zemiiopthas Ministrijs - Minsetry of Agriculture - Yoeated op the corner
of Kalpsks Bulveri auld Reiwveri Ieles.

Finsacu MinSistrije - Minisiry of Finaonce - locsted on Veldemaras Xelu.
lstvijss Bapks - The Neitcxal Rapk - located on Valdemaras Iels sud Piis
laukoame Azpaszijns Bulveri.

Tieal Mindetcsje us Seastz - Ministry of Conrts sud Senate - located oy
Elizabetes Toelw and krivivee Solvers.

SatlEsmee Miviatrdta - Miuteisy of Comsunicatione - locsted in the Reilwey
Admintstrstion Bolidirg ou loguis Jela.

Valsis ¥ontwole -~ Gereval Accounting 0°fice - located on the corner of
Yeldemxcas Jels &l Ad=vsve: Ieia.

Filseiss Yalde - Ciiy Hall - Zocated at 45 Keninu Iela,

Prefekturs - Prefectuce - located at the msin Poot Office on Azpasiias
Bolvari. Thic was destroyed in 1945,

Apcivks Prlexanieks -~ Distiwict I’fl’%"’ﬁmut, ~ located on the cormer of

. Bkolaa Iela and Stabu Yela.

Plgms Wataica - Guatoms Department - Valdamaras Isla Ple Daugmvas.
Valatg Zemer Reulm - Stute Qgrissltursl Bsnk - located on the corver ~f
vaidesmres Yela and Citadsles lela. ]

Universgliiate ~ Univers:ity - logsted between Kelpaie Bulveri ard Rains
B’VU\W 1. ,\.“\"..I‘ - A,

Hezionels Upera ~ Nationel Gpeva - ivcabed on Azpazijas Bulver: end
Teatrn Jels, a itz unier the Rigs Department of Culturs.

s ionm e A8 Tesbrls - ional Treatre - iocated on Valdemaras Ieim

an. Zagirid-seleoyie Bilvavi. & cify building under the Rize Depariment,
of Culture,

Romas Viesujca - Hotel de Rowe - Lonsied on Arpezi jas Bulvari aod Tosurs
leis. Destroyed in 1945,

I Pllaetan Slimnice - X#* Toww Ho:wival - located on the corper of
Voideowrs Jels and Alzzen: Jeis.

}IY Faluetas Siimnira - 27nd Towa Foapiial - looated on 2asuasulm and

Mhis Nomaelon lela,

CiodESw SadmRien o L Lesy unspitad - cokbed on liospital Iela Fie Mene-Yurka.
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{23} Bigue Pilsetas Uypenwan Nodads - Riges. Filsctas Velds - Zigfrid-Meirovica
Bulvary 16 - Gity Hell - for Rlectyical, Weter, .Ced, Engiueering and
" Architects'Offices.” ! . s S
-(24) ¥ara’Aprinks Prieksnieks - District Wer Office - located at Valdemara
© leia end Pile” laukuma oun ihe Daugava River.
(25) Twmiecibas - Depariements - Gitadelie - Nevigation Depertment - locsted
at Vaidemars Iela ard Pils Laukums, opposite the National Bank.
(26) Iatkiajibas Miniatriie - Mindstry of Welfare - located on Skolss Iels
ard Statu Jela. E
{27) Kara Pabriks latvijes Valsts - Miiitary Arsenal - Zasulauks a4t II Towr
Hospital.
(o) Beruu Blimnics Jelgavaz Zosejla ~ Childrens’ Hospital.
(29) Fabrika "Vairoks' - Mechanical Factory - located at Brivibas Getve at
Rikernieka Iela. . .
(30) Pabrika "Verfs" . The Verts Pactory - iocsted on Brivibes Getue &%
Perzonms Iels, u
{31) Cumd jae Fabrika "Kvedrsws® - Kvadcsts Rubber Fabrication Factory - located
at latguizs Jeb Maskmayes Jels Ple Kengurags. ]
{12} Riges Piisetas Gages Fobriza - Rigs Gas Pactory - locsted et Velmierss
Yeix Ple Wagomu Iela. )
(%3) Riges Filsetas Galvens Udenu Plegade Belt-Esers Fabriks Stacijs - Rigm
Water Departaent - lccated at Zigfrid Meirovica Bulvari $10.
Cantrel Cletume - Certrsl Prison - locsted at the Matisa Church Greveyard.
Toterin Prison No & for Women and Men - Llocated at the Military dospital.
Tram Depot cn Relvibes Isim acvose f-= mein churchyerd - City Ergineexing
DMpertment of Commmication - all ity motor vehiclaes geraged here,
{27} Tgeziems Stikia Fabrize - Tinss Factory - located in ligeciem at
Dauzavgrives Jels wear aivinume.
(38) Tigeciema Cewent Fabrii» - Cement Pactory - located in Ilgeciem uesr
the airdrome and the Dmugsvs River.
{39) Rige , Reilway Btetion - WKVD Telephone Center - located on the secoud
\ flocr of the station,
{40} Jemsen Rorcelsy Fabriza - Jfesden Porczlsic Fectory - ilocated in Milgrav:
Renaly - uoh far from the twriiroad steiia.
{b1} Deirren Elue Favridn o 03 reficery - locsted in Wlgravi ou the Daugavs
) River aear the raliromd stavion,
(42) MemiCakiuras Ferrika ~ Peldhus Mamufscturing Compavy - locsted at
Zaslinuka &t the Nordisl Railway Btatiow.
(43} Avmd jas Ernouoelskais Veikais - Military Bconomics Office - located on
LTI ar of Vaim: Jels sud Avdelu fela acrosa from the mein telephone
wantrail, i
(¥4) Provoduis Pebrids - Gusijas Izstredajums - Provodnik Rubber Factory - *
Zocahed ot the bridge over Sarkandaugava at Tilta Iela.
{45} Puriapeate - Peclisgent - located st Jekaba Isla Ple Jekaba Baznicas
(Tekebas Chicron)
(%6) Zsswiaukes Manufaktucs Fabriie - Zasulaukus Mamfacturieg Coepany -
Jorated wt the Zaswisuks Rallway Btstion. L
{473 Movortaua Fabei "Brevprein® - the Breapreis Motorcycle Pactory -
ineated ok Brivibee lely st the vimduct mesar the tram-depot.
(L5} Mangeieals Cletums - M2litary only. Twelve military lines, pertly -iedec-

T

o oguened, peTEiy aexial.
159Y Cindel . wmivtéary only - Jucmted acvoss the river Yrom Mobgmlseis.

{50} Srapd.iidirg piant at Miigrevia
(51) Militer aves (Tank and armoursd dsvizion} south of sixrdrome.
(523 ®adrsir Sala.  Stete radic swabios

5, The Latvian teiephons pet wee very good, sl: commmmities of importsnce and all
Fout offsce and raiilvoad atation toves naving telephone service. The vsuometsd
techrieal mpscity ~f seatral offives wey five rundred thousaund telepbores.
Eawewer  “hers wevn oLy bw handred thousand subscriters "&ppmximtehv) np

W LER, AL e #AMed meDuiie 0UAG De atccomdated.
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6. The telephone syntem employed excellent engineers and technicians. The
central city of Riga was divided finto six mein- telephone districts plus the
suburban districts. Each mein district bad about 60 permanent technicians.
During the summer months (when most of the mmintenance and repair work ook
riace) this mumber vas reised to three bundred for each district. Starting in
April of each Year, work got underway on instelling new lines; replacing needed
poles, checking ail cables, checking and making necessary changes on ali
switcbboards, digging new tuazeis and installing new underground cables. A1l
min repair jobs were planned ahead in order to provide the necessary time
needrd for requisitions of mterial to be filled. This material we both
domestic and foreign. All requigitions ned to be chagneled through the
Ministry of Commnications during the winter months. A deadline was alwvays
set. for delivery.

T. The equipment wns adequmte snd of gocd quality. Poreign emuanna-._cuﬁ
ARG and Schukert companies in Germenyl 25X1

]
:rm iatvian manufecturing plant VERF [Valsts Electrovechniska Fa.rika - 25X1
VEF/ in Rigs supplied equipment < order. In 1935 the sovernment, started a
plan to replace all equipwent posaible with that wad: by VERF. Most switch-
2‘5)(1 boards axd telephone sets were replaced by VERF equipment except for some in
yrivmta concerns. VERF also made much of the cable used although those of s
size 200 X 2 and larger were lnporied from Czechoslovakie for 1t wes Pound
rhat the Crech cuole was best fow underground installation. 500 X 2 wae the
ixrgeast eize cable used, Whepever foreig: equipment was ’_mm_cm 25%1
technicians were invited %o auperviye the installation PV

8. The Meln, upderground cablea wad from one thousard to two tiousand separate
telephone wires. Rach wire was rubber insulsted and was colored red, vhite
o blue fix 1dentification. The whole cable was encased in lead about five I
e thick, Originmlly the cabier weve evcaged “n coocrete sections as follovs:

| CABLE

O
Qoo
Tois Ftyle var absndoned and <he fcllowing metnod of installation wug adopted,

Souerete forms ome metear 3 iength apd 62 «m wide vere made t accormodate
five cables in zuch m fashyone

& sinflar gsection would be placsd an top to form condutts
é .

m- JEN

1((.0"5
|

If more than five cable: were to te 1aid these sectione would be piaced on
top of one another.

9. I bave drswn'a sketch {Skztel 1) of a atreet profile shoving the tslephone
cables as well ae electyi. pover cables, cie o5u each side of the street, a
svsten adhered to threughout the sity. This particular sketch (#11) shows
the maz anlen € enry tyre of cable-canal, I
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Sketch #12 is & street corner profile which shows s typical 5,.10 and 15 cable
installation. As can be seen, the concrete, suctiocoal canals are. .h.id.as cm
upder. the pavenent. .Sketch #13 reflects the cable oylte- of the city of Rip
as it existed in. 194k, 80114 green.lisee.indicat ground cable,
broken green lines the serial cables. In Sketch §ik 1 have shown the csble
systen st the corner of Plesstatnes and Tvailu Ichlvhcre it leads off to the
west to the radio station at Xundzip Sala and the fashion in which it 1s lsid
under the river. After Kudzin Sals cut off, the cable contipues on to District
VIII of Vecmilgravi where it becomssaerial rather than underground. In S8ketch
#15 are shown the Cable Fosts I snd I from which the telephone wires lead off
aerially to the subscriber.

Telephone poles used were usually pine impregnated with creosoie. They measured
12 meters sbove ground and 24 meters underground, vith the underground portion
charred toc prevent rot. The tops of the p.les were capped with tin. Poles were
spaced about 20 meters apart. The number of cross arms depended upon.tbe .
number of wires. The wices were spaced sbout 15 cm apart and were fasteneld on
dcwestic porcelain insulators of the screv type. Cross arms vere bolted to

the pole and supported by a §-inch steel dban¢. Wooden braces supported the

pole on the leeward side or slsz they were anchored by & cable. Splicas were
covered by aluximus cartridges or sleeves. Individual wires were bare. Where
the poles carried cable, the cable wvas insulated with aluminum or some light
metal and coversd with e tar treated fabric. Distribution boxes were installed
on poles whers necessary. Telephone polaes did not share space vith sny other
service srd were for telephone wires only. In Bketch §16 I bave shown the
method of lesd off from street canalization to subscriber.

.7 . i . ) Coops
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